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The Right Honourable 


WILLIAM 0 


The Right Honourable 


WILLIAW FLIER 
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HE Act lately paſſed for diſan- 
nexing the Forfeited Eſtates in 
Scotland, having met with unlooked- 
for oppoſition in one of the Houſes of 
Parliament, I could not help, during 
the receſs of buſineſs, taking a deli- 
berate review of that meaſure; and 
having completely ſatisfied my own 
mind about it, I beg leave, in a few 
words, to trouble you with my reitec- 


tions upon the ſubject, 
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Had no more been in view than a 

mere gratuitous exertion of mercy and 
benevolence towards the unfortunate 
Families of thoſe who had juſtly ſuf- 
fered for the crime of Rebellion 40 


years ago, there are not wanting either 


principles in reaſon, or examples in for- 
mer times, to juſtify the proceeding. I : 
ſhall not enter into the celebrated que- | 
ſtion, how far the puniſhment of Trea- 
fon ought to extend againſt Heirs. I 
agree in general to the principles and 
concluſions laid down by an elegant 
Ma Yozr. and able Author, who wrote in defence 


of the Law of Forfeiture, upon occaſion 


79 


of the very attainders now ein queſtion, 
and who traces it thro' the different 
conſtitutions of Ancient States, as Well 
as the more recent modifications of the 


Feudal Syſtem ;—cndeavouring allo to 
ſupport 
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ſupport it upon the grounds of expe- 
diency and juſtice, the right of ſucceſ- 
ſion itſelf being no more than an arti- 
{icial creature eſtabliſhed by ſociety for 
its OWN ſupport, and which therefore 
ought to yield in every caſe to the 
public ſafety. Yet this judicious and 
liberal- minded Author is far from being 
an advocate for the rigorous exertion 
of prerogative in ſuch inſtances; on 
the contrary, he pleads the cauſe of 
mercy and reſtitution, in a manner ir- 
reſiſtably perſuaſive. All forfeitures 
* (fays he) for High Treaſon, belong to 
* the King; and by the uſe made of 
* this prerogative, it ſhould ſeem that 
he is intruſted with it for the purpoſe 
« of reſtitution to the Traitor's family, 
as it may appear right from circum- 
* flances; to reward the merit of thoſe 
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who have been faithful to himſelf 
and the commonwealth; or, to be 
applied to public ſervices, as either 
his own wiſdom ſhall direct, or the 
Parliament adviſe.” 

Again, he ſays, * The clemency of 


the Crown has appeared, not only in 


pardons paſſed under the Great Scal, 


but in the previous conſent always 
given to Bills of Reſtitution, as well 
as the final approbation of them. The 
Records of Parliament, even in the 
worlt times, are not wanting in ex- 
amples of it; in good times, it has 
ſhone forth with the brighteſt luſtre. 
From ſome of thoſe bills we may 
obſerve, that, within a few years af- 
ter the anceſtors attainder, Families 


have been reſtored, as if they had 


merited it by their modeſty and pru- 
dence. 
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dence. Hence they have been enabled 


to retrieve their loſt honour by me- 
morable ſervices, and are held obliged 


to a diſcretionary lenity for the enjoy- 


ment of inheritances, which, deſcend- 


ing in the ordinary courſe, might 


have provoked dangerous emotions 


of family-pride, or partial regard to 
their anceſtor, would have furniſhed 
gratifications of rage, or inſtruments 
of revenge, inſtead of compoſing to 
peace, or raiſing the ſentiments of 
gratitude ; a gratitude heightened by 
the reflection, that theſe inheritances 
had been juſtly forfeited to the laws 
of their country.” 


The abſolute and irretrievable con- 


fiſcation of property, is a maxim of 


State in deſpotic Governments, becauſe 


the leaſt diſturbance may be fatal to 


the 
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the Prince. It is alſo neceſſary to be 


exerciſed againſt peculators of the Pu- 
blic, the moſt common crime known 
under that policy. Par la (ſays Baron 
Monteſquieu) on conſole le peuple; 


* Pargent qu'on en tire eſt un tribut 


- + conſiderable, que le Prince leveroit 


difficilement ſur des ſujets abymes : 
il n'y a meme dans ce pays aucune 
famille qu'on veuille conſerver. Dans 
les etats moderes c eſt toute autre 


cCchoſe. Les confiſcations rendroient la 


* propriete des biens incertaine; elle 


* depouillerotent des enfans innocents ; 
elle detruiroient une famille, lorſqu'il 
* ne s' ageroit que de punir un coup- 
© able. 

When our own Statutes of Forfeiture 


are examined, even thoſe paſſed under 


the immediate feeling of the Treaſon, 


and 


1 
and dread of its repetition, they appear to 


be influenced by the ſame lenient prin- 


ciples, which in all ages have tempered 
the conduct of good Princes, and mild 


Governments, It is unneceſſary to go 


. farther back, than the acceſſion of the 


preſent Reigning Family. 

Immediately after the Rebellion in 
1715, His Majeſty King George I. hav- 
ing renounced the intereſt of the Crown 
in the properties forfeited, an Act was 
paſled, naming Commiſſioners to ſelt 
the Eſtates for the uſe of the Public; 
declaring at the ſame time, that it 
ſhould be lawful to His Majeſty to make 
proviſion for the fupport of the wives 
of the Duke of Ormond, the Earl of 


Mar, and Lord Viſcount Bolingbroke, 


and for railing portions for the reſpec- 


tive daughters of the ſaid Noblemen, 
out 


4 


out of the eſtates reſpectively forfeited 


by them. 
In the 4th year of the ſame reign, 
the whole Eſtates of the Rebels having 


been veſted in Commiſſioners for the 


uſe of the Public, power was given to 


{ell them, in order that the money 
thence arifing might be paid in to Ex- 
chequer. Part of it was allowed to be 
given for public uſes in Scotland; and 
it was declared to be lawful for His 
Majeſty, to make ſuch grants or diſpo- 
ſitions as he ſhould think proper, out 
of the ſaid Eftates, for the benefit of 
the wives and children of the ſeveral 
forfeiting perſons therein mentioned. 
The Eſtates of the Traitors after the 
Rebellion 1745, were, by 2oth Geo, II. 
ſimply veſted in his then Majeſty, his 


heirs and ſucceſſors; and, by 25th of 
the 
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the ſame King, the Eſtates in Scotland, 


ſo veſted, were annexed unalienably to 
the Crown, and put under the manage- 
ment of a Board of Truſtees, for the 
{pecial purpoſe that the rents and pro- 
fits might be applied, under the direc- 
tion of his Majeſty, © for civilizing the 
inhabitants upon the ſaid Eſtates, and 
other parts of the Highlands and 
* Iſlands of Scotland,—the promoting 
* amongtt them the Proteſtant religion, 
good government, induſtry, and ma- 
© nufactures, — and the principles of 
duty and loyalty to his Majeſty, his 
© heirs and ſucceſſors, 

In theſe laſt Acts, no proviſion was 
made for the Children or Families of 
the attainted perſons. Here, a capital 
difference appears between the forfei- 
tures at the one period, and thoſe at 
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the other. The Eſtates falling by the 


Rebellion 1715, were at once diſpoſed of, 
and, having patied into other hands, 
all hopes of reſticution became exclud- 
ed: But Juſtice was at the ſame time 
tempered with Mercy, by proviſions 
made in favour of the Children and 
Deſcendents of the forfeiting perſons ; 
and they were reconciled to Govern- 
ment, by the lenity thewn to them. 
The Forfeitures in 1745, were point- 


ed with more ſeverity, - no notice be- 


ing taken of, or proviſion made for, 


the Families of the unhappy men con- 
cerned, The whole of their properties 
were deftined, by the Annexing Act, 
not to bring an immediate ſum into- 
the Exchequer, but for improvement 
of the Highlands, and to prevent re- 
bellions there for the future; and theſe. 

Eſtates 


( 


Eſtates have now for forty years been 


entirely dedicated to that purpoſe, with. 
out affording a ſhilling of maintenance 
to the Heirs. 

This object of quaſhing a ſpirit of 
rebellion, and making the Highlanders 
good and faithful ſubjects, appeared ſo 
extremely deſirable, that the Legiſlature 
determined to add to the means of pro- 
curing it; or, in other words, to preſerve 
the lands and eſtates, from which ſuch 
great conſequences were to be expect- 
ed, entire, by diſcharging the ſeveral 
debts and claims upon them, due to 
the Creditors of the Rebels. Indeed, 
without this, the fund would have 
gone but a little way, as ſome of the 
Eſtates were totally bankrupt, and o- 
thers loaded with debt to a great 


Amount. 
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The King, and the Public, having 


thus contributed what ſeverally be- 
longed to them, the Eſtates, freed of 
debt, were annexed in the manner al- 
ready ftated. It may be obſerved, how- 
ever, that the eye of the Legiſlature 
appears to have been ſo completely fill- 
ed by the great object of the Statute, 
as entirely to overlook the diſpropor- 
tion between the means provided, and 
the end propoled by the Statute. The 


means may be ſaid to have been infi- 


nite in point of duration, and the end 


finite, The produce of the Eitates was 
deſtined for ever, while the objects 
were evidently attainable in time, — 
Almoſt 40 years are now elapſed ; and 
the queſtion is, —Are the inhabitants 
of the Highlands of Scotland diſloyal, 
or leſs civilized than they ought to be ? 

Have 


( T5 
-— Have the principles of religion and 
good government leſs footing there 
than in any other part of his Majeſty's 
dominions ?—If theſe queſtions receive 
a true anſwer, it can hardly be denied, 
that the regulations of the Annexing 
Act may now, with ſatiety and pro- 
priety, admit of an alteration, fo as to 
do full juſtice to the Public, and, at 
the ſame time, to ſhow a reaſonable 
degree of favour and compaſſion to 


good and deſerving individuals, who 


have already been ſeverely puniſhed 


for the crimes of others. 

The ſubje&t of claim divides itſelf 
into two parts; 1h, The lands forfeit- 
ed, chargeable with the debts due up- 
on them: 2do, The ſums paid by Go- 
vernment, for diſcharging theſe debts. 

As to the Lands, - they have been pre- 
ſerved as they were at the time of the 
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Forfeiture, and continue to be a monu- 


ment of that unhappy time. The Fami- 
lies and Deſcendents of the former Pro- 
prietors, remain in the country, known 
to every body. People, in general, can- 
not help looking upon them to be 1n- 
nocent ſuſlerers, and emotions of pity 
are not to be ſuppreſſed This muſt 
always be the caſe, while the Eſtates 
and the Men remain under the view 
of the Public; or, in other words, ſo 
long as it ſhall be in the power of the 
Public to reſtore the one to the other, 
The ſad Hiſtory of Forfeitures never 
exhibited a brighter moment of Con- 
ſtitutional Mercy, than the preſent. — 
Not only have the Deſcendents of thoſe 
unhappy Families given an example of 
obedience and ſubmiſſion to the laws 


of their country, but they have taken 
an 
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an active part in her defence. In place 


of retiring indignantly to foreign lands, 
to watch the opportunities of revenge, 
they have preſt forward to fight their 
Country's battles, and to waſh off the 
crime of their Anceſtors in their own 
blood. Mr York, who pleaded for the 
Forfeiture of their Predeceſſors,, feems 
to have looked forward with pleaſure 
to the preſent zra, in the memorable 
paſſages above referred to. : 

By reſtoring the Forfeited Eſtates in 
Scotland to the Heirs of thoſe who loſt 
them, a number of Gentlemen, of well- 
tried allegiance, and warm with grati- 
tude, will be eſtabliſhed in the High- 
lands, to ſecond and ſupport the civi- 
lization, loyalty, and good principles 


of the inhabitants, —as well as to per- 


petuate the reformation accompliſhed 


by the Annexing Act. 
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One of the largeſt of theſe eſtates, 


was given back ſome years ago, to the 
Heir of the Family, without grudge 
or complaint from any quarter. The 
then Attorney and Solicitor- General, 
were the chief inſtruments of the cle- 
mency of the Sovereign, and of the 
Public, in that reſtitution. The meaſure 
was univerſally approved of ; and this 
gave a reaſonable expectation to all the 
other Families concerned, that their 
ſervices, their loyalty, and their long 
ſuffering, would be cqually attended to. 

The Truſtees for the Public have 
actually received, fince the year 1752, 
out of the Twelve Eſtates lately diſ- 
annexed, no leſs than L. 150,000 
Sterling, which, after deducting the 
charges of management, they have ex- 


pended in making roads and bridges, 


pro- 


E 


promoting manufactures and fiſheries, 


eſtabliſhing ſchools, improving farms, 


erecting priſons, making harbours, &c. 


in the northern parts of Scotland. The 
benefit of this expenditure the Public 
actually enjoys, and 1t never was meant 
to be given back. 

Neither was it ever propoſed, that the 
Heirs of the Forteiting Families, who 
have been excluded from all poſſeſſion 
or benefit of their eſtates for ſo lon g a 
term of years, ſhould now have them 
reſtored in any other condition, than 
as burdened with the debts which their 
Anceſtors owed ; or, which 1s the ſame 
thing, with the ſums advanced by Go- 
vernment for diſcharging theſe debts. 
The favour 1s great in their opinion, as 
they wiſh to be poſſeſſed of their Family 
Eſtates; but the actual benefit which 
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ſome of them will derive, 1s far from 


being conſiderable, Thus Lord MLeod, 


the Repreſentative of one of the ſirſt of 


theſe Families, and who is an Officer of 


rank and merit in the King's ſervice, 
will pay within a trifle of 20 years pur- 
chaſe of his eſtate, -M Donald of Kin- 


lochmoidart will pay 15 years pur- 


chaſe.—Drummond of Perth, between 


13 and 14.—Buchanan of Arnprior, and 
Cameron of Callart, ncarly the ſame.— 
M Donald of Glengary, for Barriſdale, 
the ſame.—M*Pherſon of Clunie, MPo- 
nald of Lochgary, and Farquharſon of 


Monaltrie, conſiderably more than 20 


years purchaſe each. In ſhort, theſe 
Gentlemen get back what their An- 
Ceſtors forfeited, i. e. ſo many eſtates 
nearly bankrupt, and ſome of them 


wholly ſo. 


As 
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As to the money, which belonged to the 


Public, and was voted by Parliament in 
order to clear the Eſtates of debt, no 
part thereof 1s to go to the Families of 
the attainted perſons, nor would ſuch 
donation to them have been reaſonable. 
This money, which altogether amounts 
to about L. 93, 490, remains applicable 
to public uſes; and in fact the Public 
is no loſer, becauſe, under the manage- 
ment of the Truſtees, after deducting 
public burdens, ſalaries to officers, and 
expences of management, the Eſtates 
did not produce a clear yearly revenue 
equal to the intereſt which the money 
is capable of yielding. : 

Let us now enquire how this money 
is to be applied. I have already ſaid, 
that the amount of it is L. 93, 490; 
but from which muſt be taken, the ex- 


82 pence 


1 


pence of paſting and executing the Act 


of Parliament, and a ſum neceflary for 


fatisfying thole engagements which the 
Board of Truſtces had come under be- 
fore the Act took place: and there muſt 
likewiſe be a ſum reſerved for paying 
annuities to the officers employed un- 
der the Board, who by this meaſure 
have been thrown out of bufineſs. The 
tangible fund at preſent, therefore, will 
not amount to L. yo, ooo; and when the 
officers dic out, it will be L. 12,000 
more. 

It was juſt and fair, that this fund 
ſhould continue deſtined to public uſes 
in Scotland, to which it had been from 
the beginning appropriated; and this 
ſcemed a favourable opportunity for 
executing, without any additional bur- 


den to the Public, certain great national. 


works 


F * 55 pF. LESS ws RENTS Fd + = OY 1 150 un 3 of * _ 7 — To 2 2 3 4 p LY We 1 8 N 18 * S 2 * % 3 
I 2 AM We =. 3 85 W fg Lk 1 4 p eel = Fo 8 } | 7 ? 1 £ 
e RR” i E-2>. | 18 „ x TER: 4 
<7 15 8 r IIS EIS eb 1 Y . ASE 
7 ; r TY x J _ 
” KF 3 7 V. Wo 4 4 S 2 Ii At 1 7 ay 2 o * 
< F PL). 9 4 1 * wi F TAL 7 * 
1 6 's —_ ; 1 * fie 4 E <X 1 d 5 * « (how's 1 
0 x 2 * - iy 2 5 l 3 } 5 I 1 
E- SO If I T1 7 pM, * ks 1 pn h 
” EV; 6A RE x MY) ot 


= 


works in that part of the Kingdom, al- 


ITE 


ready begun, and which could not be þ 


finiſhed without the aid of capital ſums, i 
The Regiſter-Houſe, which has ſtood for 
years halt-builr, required L. 15,000: 
The Great Canal for joining Forth and 
Clyde, could not be completed without 


L. 50,000 at leaſt. If, therefore, it was 


poſſible, by any plan, to raiſe a capital 


of L. 65,000 out of theſe Eſtates, and at 
the ſame time to ſignalize his Majeſty's 
reign, bya reſtitution of the Eſtates them- 
ſelves, it appeared to be one of the wiſcit 
and nobleſt objects of internal policy 
that the nation could at preſent look up 
to; and, in all human probability, theſe 


great ends will be completely accom- 


pliſhed, by the late diſannexing Act. 
The appropriation of L. 15,000 to the 
Regiſter-Office, has not been complain- 
| ed 
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ed of; and indeed every one acquainted 


with the land- rights of Scotland, and 


with the preſent diſperſed and miſer- 


able ſtate of its records, muſt be ſenſible 
how neceſſary a meaſure it is, not only 
for the uſe and benefit of thoſe who 
are the owners of land in that country, 
but for the ſccurity of all who have 
dealings of any kind there. Nothing 
can be more literally a public and na- 
tional object, than the providing a ſafe 
and convenient repoſitory for the re- 
cords of Scotland. 

The Navigation between Forth and 
Clyde is no leſs fo. Every one who looks 
at the Map of the Kingdoms, muſt clear- 
ly ſee that this is the caſe; and that 
England, Scotland, and Ireland, are all 
equally concerned in carrying ſo uſeful 
a work into final execution. 

Even 


( 8 3 

Even were it to be conſidered as a 
cottiſh improvement only, it was na- 
tural that a part of the fund in queſtion 
ſhould go to the accompliſhment of it, 
Scotland is acknowledged to be far be- 
hind her Siſter Kingdom, in 1mprove- 
ment, and in art; and this circumſtance 
joining with the ſterility of ſoil, and a 
variable climate, contributes to keep her 
poor, and to limit the deſigns and withes 
of the inhabitants. It is, therefore, the 
duty of England, to aid the progreſs of 
the Northern part of the Iſland, by na- 

tional aſſiſtance. 

The caſe under conſideration, is in 
every circumſtance more favourable. A 
number of individuals have undertaken 
a magnificent work, in which the Pu- 
blic 1s materially concerned, and carried 
it as far as their fortunes enabled them, 


under 
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under the ſanction of an Act of Par- 
liament, It was begun in happier days, 
and the whole ſubſcribed ſtock, amount- 
ing to L: 130,000, having been long ago 
exhauſted, L. 30,000 of debt contracted, 
and ten years intereſt due upon their 


capital, Prudence, and the difference of 


times, forbid them to go on any further 


at their own rilk. It is at this moment 
2 Finiſhed Canal of ſeven feet water 


from Forth to the City of Glaſgow, but 


not a Navigation from the Frith of Forth 


to that of Clyde. 

From eſtimates it appears, that, to 
make the weſtern branch of communi— 
cation to the Frith of Clyde, will re- 
quire L. 50,000, or perhaps ſomewhat 
more: But it has been doubted whe- 


ther the Public can derive any benefit 


from this Canal, or whether they 
ought 


169 


ought to interpoſe in the buſineſs. To 


determine this point, the nature of the 
work ought to be conſidered. 

The effect of private Canals, ſuch as 
thoſe in England, reaches no farther, 
in a proper ſenſe, than the counties 
which they traverſe, tho' every nation 
mult be concerned in the proſperity of 


its parts. So far as they go, the benefit 


of them is immediately felt; and there-. 


fore, both in England and in France, 
ſuch works, modelled upon parſimo- 
nious ſcales, and fitted to the particular 
commerce of certain diſtricts, have 
been undertaken and executed by pri- 
vate companies. 

On the other hand, the great Canals, 
ſuch as are intended to join diſtant ſeas 
and rivers, and to further the commerce 
of a nation, have ever been undertaken 

0 by 


by Princes, at the public charge: — Nor 


is there an inſtance in the Hiſtory of 
Artificial Navigation, of a work ſimilar 
to that of Forth and Clyde Navigation, 


having been attempted by private men. 


The junction of the Red Sea with the 


Mediterrancan, was a favourite object 


with the Kings of Egypt. Solyman 


the Second, Emperor of the Turks, 
employed 50,000 men in an atttempt 
to complete the work begun by them. 
The Greeks and Romans projected 
many grand artificial communications; 
but, from want of knowledge in the 
neceſſary principles, failed in the exe- 


cution of them. Charlemagne, by join- 


ing tbe Rhine and the Danube, meant 


to open a communication between the 
Ocean and the Black Sea. Had France 


waited till the commerce of her 1ſub- 
jects 


6 


jects enabled her to undertake internal 


navigations, they would have remained 
in theory. Cardinal Richlieu joined 
the Loire and the Seine by the Canal 
of Briare, in the reign of Lewis XIII. 
By that communication, the oils and 
wines of the South are exchanged at 
Paris, for the manufactures of the North. 
The Canals of Piccardy and Orleans 
were projected and begun by one ſet 
of Miniſters; and, after a long inter- 
ruption, finiſhed by Colbert, and by 
Philip of Orleans, the Regent of the 
kingdom in the minority of Lewis XV. 

The Great Canal of Languedoc, the 


pride of France, joins the Mediterranean 


and the Ocean, by cutting through the 


province of Languedoc. It was pro- 


jected in the reign of Francis I. propoſ- 


ed under Henry IV. and Lewis XIII. 
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but reſerved to immortalize the age of 


Lewis XIV. The merchandizes which 
were formerly obliged to be carried 
through the Straits of Gibraltar, round 
the coalts of Spain and Portugal, are 
now ſent in a direct line from Tholouſe 
to the Mediterranean, with eaſe and 
ſafety. One of the deſigns from which 
Czar Peter acquired the name of Great, 
was that magnificent navigation to be 
aftected by the junction of the rivers 
from Peterſburgh even to Aſia, and 
which is ſaid to be ſtill in contem- 
plation. 

The junction of Forth and Clyde is 
perhaps more important to Great Bri- 
tain in general, than any of the vaſt 
works which have been mentioned are 
to any of thoſe countries. That it has 
been allowed to remain in theory fo 

long, 
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( 29 ) 
long, is a reproach to the kingdom. 


Nature points it out as a proper and 


practicable object of human induſtry. 


The following account of it is given by 
a late Author. kxox. 


Scotland is almoſt divided into two | 


parts, by the Rivers Forth and Clyde. 
The Forth falls into the Britiſh Sea 
below Edinburgh, and has an eaſy 
communication with the whole Eaſt- 
ern Coaſt of Great Britain; with 
France, Oſtend, Holland, Hamburgh, 
« Pruſſia, Dantzic, Ruſſia, Sweden, Den- 
mark, Norway, and Greenland, —The 
" Clyde falls into the Atlantic Ocean 
* below Glaſgow, and communicates 
with the Weſtern Coaſt. of Great 
Britain; with Ireland, the South of 
France, Portugal, Spain, the Mediter- 
* ranean, America, and the Weſt-Indies. 
* —Theſe 


( 1 


— Theſe two Rivers, thus falling in 


Of. 


ea 


oppoſite directions into the two Seas 


* which environ our ifland, and the 


neck of land between them amount- 


Lg 


ing ſcarcely to 24 miles, gave riſe to 


* 


communication acroſs the kingdom, 
and thereby cut off the long danger- 


© ous navigation by the Land's-end and 


the Pentland Frith, 

* An object of ſuch general utility, 
did not eſcape the notice of Charles II. 
©who, amidit all his gallantries, was 
*the great promoter of every deſign 
vhich had the ſucceſs of trade and 
navigation in view. That Monarch 
* propoſed to open a paſſage for tranſ- 
ports and ſmall ſhips of war, at the 
* expence of L. 00,000; a ſum far be- 
*yond the abilities of his reign, and 
the 


the idea of a junction, ſo as to open a 
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the deſign was conſequently laid aſide. 


The aflairs of the Continent engaged 


the attention of ſucceecing Princes, 


till the beginning of the preſent reign, 
when the Earl of Chatham, endowed 
with all the penetration and magna- 
nimity of an able Stateſman, propoſed 
to carry the deſign immediately into 
execution, at the public expence, 
on a ſmaller ſcale than the original 
deſign, but ſtill ſufficient to admit 
veſſels of burden. Unfortunately, the 
reſignation of that great man, loſt to 
theſe kingdoms the only opportunity 
which Nature preſented, for giving 
ſecurity and expedition to the Britiſh 
Navigation in the Northern Seas.' 


The Author goes on to explain the 


circumſtances of the Canal actually 


begun in 1768, and now carried the 


length 


PEPE 28 —ů — Q —[—ů·— — 


8 
54 
3A 
f 
| ' 
4 
48 
| i 
4 
4 
+I 
. 
43 
N 4 
* 
. 
= 


a c a e 


9 — 1 


. 

length which has been mentioned. 
There is reaſon, at the ſame time, to 
believe, that with a very little addition 
of expence in raiſing the banks, it can 
eaſily be made 8 feet water, which, | 


when completed, will carry veſſels from 


80 to 100 tons, quite through, with 
their whole loading ; and it is well 
known, that ſuch a veſſel may navigate 
to any part of the world. 

The following Minute of the Board 
of Trade, dated iſt June 1779, will 
ſhew how the matter was there thought 
of: Their Lordſhips were clearly of 
opinion, upon principles of general 
$ policy, that great ſavings and ac- 
* commodation to the trade and com- 


* merce of Great Britain and Ireland, 


* were to be expected from the junction 


: of the Faſt and Weſt Seas by the pro- 
* poſed 


6 ) 


poſed Canal; and that ſuch commu- 


. 


nication would be productive of par- 


N ” 


ticular advantages in time of war, 
in the protection it would give to the 
5 tranſportation of commodities, with- 
* out the riſk of circumnavigation, 
„and with a conſiderable ſaving of 
freight and inſurances. 

About the ſame time, a ſtrong re- 
commendation in its favour was print- 
ed and diſperſed, under the ſignature of 
a great number of the molt reſpectable 
names in the three Kingdoms, calling 
aloud for public aid to ſo important an 
undertaking; and there is reaſon to be- 


lieve, that Government has for years 


paſt, under ſucceſſive adminiſtrations, 
had in view to give it effectual ſupport: = 
Which has only hitherto been obſtructed 


by the fituation of public affairs. 
| E In 


TH 


In 1781, a Memorial from the Com- 


pany Proprietors of this Canal, having 
been preſented to the then Commiſ- 
ſioners of the Treaſury, praying their 
Lordihips to move his Majeſty, that he 
would be gracioully pleaſed to conſent 
to an application being made to Parlia- 
ment, for leave to bring in a bill to 
charge the Annexed Eſtates with the 
payment of L. 50,c00 towards complet- 
ing the ſaid navigation; this Memorial 
Was by their Lordſhips referred to the 
Lord Advocate of Scotland at the time, 
for his opinion, who accordingly made 
a very full and accurate report on the 
ſubject, a copy of which is no doubt in 
your hands, and therefore I thall only 
here mention the ſubſtance of it: L 
* have no heſitation (ſays he) in declar- 
ing it as My opinion, that the comple- 

tion 


E 


Ut) 


tion of the navigation between the Eaſt 


and Welt Seas, is an object in many re- 
ſpects much more important to the Pu- 
blic, than any benefit now to be deriv- 
ed from the continuation of the an- 


nexing ſcheme. He then proceeds to 


aſſign his reaſons at full length, which 


ſhews that he had inveſtigated the ſub- 


ject with the greatelt accuracy: And 


he concludes with faying, © I muſt how- 


C 


0 


ever obſerve, that the plan ſuggeſted 
in the Memorial from the Proprietors 
of the Forth and Clyde Navigation, is 
not wiſely calculated for anſwering the 
purpoſe in view. If L. 50,000 was to 
be made a charge upon the Eſtates 
under the management of the Truſtees, 
the intereſt of that ſum, joined to 
the expences neceſſarily attending the 
management of a Public Board, would 
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go near to exhauſt the free rents 
of the Eſtates full remaining under 
© their management. Under ſuch cir- 
* cumiſtances, it would be prepoſterous 
© to continue the commiſſion eſtabliſh- 
* ed by the Annexing Act; and if it is 
thought expedient, which I certainly 


* conceive it to be, to liſten to the re- 


* preſentation of the Proprietors of the 


Forth and Clyde Navigation, it can 
only be done with effect, by diſan- 
* nexing the Eſtates, and enabling his 
* Majeſty to diſpoſe of them, not under 
a ſum to be ſpecified in the Act. The 
* ſum I would ſuggeſt to be the debt 
actually due by the forfeiting perſons 
© at the date of their forfeiture ; but as 
to this, and any other particulars of 
* More minute detail, there can be no 
F difficulty in carrying them into exe- 


dCcution 


A 


E 


© cution, if the general principles I have 


* ſuggeſted, meet with approbation.” 

The Right Honourable Gentleman 
deſerves great praiſe, for having formed 
the out-lines of a plan of ſuch magni- 
tude and hberality, which has at length 
been happily carried to maturity under 
your patronage. 

At the ſame time, the money given 
to the Navigation, is' neither taken from 
the Public, nor ſunk in the Company's 
funds, to increaſe their dividends, or 
ſave them from pecuniary loſs. No 
more 1s dene than to make the Public a 
partner to the extent of the lock, upon 
the very ſame tooting with the original 
adventurers, whoſe principal view was 
a national improvement. 

This branch, therefore, of the Diſ- 
annexing Bill, is in the very ſpirit of the 


original 


16 


original Veſting Acts. The Public con- 


tinues ſtill poſſeſſed of an eſtate, not a 
forfeited penal property, but an eſtate 
in a national and applauded undertak- 
ing, which, it is to be hoped, will in 
time produce a revenue ſuperior to that 
of the whole lands reſtored by the Diſ- 
annexing Act ; and this revenue, by the 
terms of the Act itſelf, is to be applied 
in reheving the Public from the annual 
burden of making and repairing roads 
and bridges in the Highlands of Scot- 
land, for which a ſum has regularly 
been voted by Parhament for many 


years paſt. 


Upon theſe grounds, Sir, I beg leave 
to conclude, That the Diſannexing Act 
was in all its parts a wiſe and juſt mea- 
ſure; that it will ſtand the teſt of the 

fulleſt 


reer > con 


fulleſt examination ; and that the ob- 
jections to it, however well meant, and | 
however reſpectable the quarter from 
which they came, had no ſolid foun- 


dation, either in fact, or in argument. 


| A Member of Parliament. 
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